Have You Registered
for Family Camp?

SudentsVigt Allisten
M anor

On January 20th, our boys enjoyed a
lovely evening at Allisten Manor, one
of the finest restaurants located in the
Miami Valley. They not only enjoyed
a wonderful meal, they also learned
how to behave properly when eating
in a fine restaurant. Owner Don
Smith shared with them what to do,
what not to do, what to wear, what not
to wear, what to talk about, what not
to tak about in different social set-
tings. Four students were designated
hosts and learned what responsibili-
ties went with hosting an elegant
meal.

Don't miss this great opportunity
for a fun-filled, relaxing, family-
oriented vacation in beautiful On-
tario, Canada July 31—Aug. 7.
Space is limited so we need to
hear from you right away if you
are planning to go. Clark Willi-
man, from Calvary Church will be
our speaker. There will be great
fishing, hiking, swimming, crafts,
food, etc. For more information
please cal Jim or Susan at 937-
773-6503.

We are excited about the wonderful opportunities God gives us to minister to
people, here at the school, at Family Camp in August, and various other loca-
tions such as the YMCA, churches, etc. In recent months, three of our stu-
dents admitted that their problems are much bigger than they can handle.
They asked me to pray with them as they acknowledged their need and surren-
dered their lives to Jesus Christ. Another young man committed himself to be-
ing morally pure and to growing in his relationship with Christ at a youth rally
he attended while he was home. Susan and | are amazed at the people God
brings across our path who need to know that God loves them and that we love
them, too. The fields are indeed “white for harvest.” You folks play a vital part
in helping us to reach struggling young people and families. We so appreciate
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Family Camp sched-
uled for July 31—
August 7th.

Students learn about
etiquette at Allisten
Manor.

Students learn valu-
able lessons from
God's Word at Wilder-
ness Cabin.

Dorm parents wear
many hats at OR.

“I wouldn't trade being
here for anything.”

From Our 2
Teacher

From Our Dorm 2
Parents

From Our 3
Students
Needs List 4




all that you do for us, especially
your prayers.

Last week Susan and | had
the privilege of attending an
administrators’ conference and
hearing the great researcher,
George Barna speak. He
shared with us some startling
statistics.  Among born-again
teens, 80% do not believe the
Bible is a dependable guide for
their lives. Four out of ten be-
lieve Jesus committed sin and
that Satan does not exist. One
half of these young people be-
lieve good people can earn their
salvation. Two out of three be-
lieve that you can have a full
and satisfying life even if you do
not pursue spiritual develop-
ment and maturity.

Most people today, including
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Christians, are primarily con-
cerned with pleasure and self-
gratification.
Young people
need role
models that
have a pur-
pose for living
that is bigger

than  them-
selves. Mar-
tin Luther
said, “If a
man  hasn't

discovered

something

worth  dying

for, he isn't fit

to live.,” We

need a vision

that goes beyond the pain and
pleasures of this short life.
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On March 3 we returned from a
three-day retreat to the Youth For
Christ Wilderness Cabin in Paulding
County, Ohio. One of the members
of Operation Rebirth’s Board of
Directors, Sam Roniker went along
as a chaperone.

Jack Fetter, our
host, taught us about
some of the plants
and wildlife and
introduced us to
many of the birds
that feed outside the
cabin. Jack has a
great ability to use
God's creation to
teach spiritual les-
sons.

There were six
men who ministered
to us from God's
word. We are thankful for their
willingness to share their time and
insight with us.

Jack Fetter reminded us that we
are in a spiritual warfare. “We win
or lose by the way we choose.” He
showed us that God says, “Your
enemy, the devil, prowls about as a

devour.” One of the areas where
we are most vulnerable is in our
relationships. Jack pointed to 1
Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be
deceived: Bad company corrupts
good
morals.”
P hil
Mercer
taught us
about
Jehu, a
king of
Israel
who did
the right
things
for the
wrong
reasons.
“He did
not follow after God with his
whole heart.” Phil encouraged us
to be whole-hearted for God.

Dave Mansfield explained that
unforgiven offenses, an uncommit-
ted heart, and unhealthy relation-
ships can act as roadblocks in our
lives. He challenged us to inten-

Here at Operation Rebirth we
strive to teach our students to
enjoy the life God
has given them, to
serve the God that
created them, died
for them and rose
to give their lives
meaning and pur-
pose—a vision
worth  living and
dying for.

We are so thank-
ful for you who
support us with
your money, your

| talents, your time
' and your prayers

that young men

might live and
never die. That's hope, real
hope.

. . \
roaring lion, seeking someone to

tionally prepare ourselves to be
what God would desire usto be.

Kent Eddy encouraged usto
value those things that God values.

Richard Fegley, the chairman
of Operation Rebirth’s Board of
Directors, talked about Jesus, the
living water from, John 4.

Tim Franklin taught us about
Jesus, the deliverer. He pointed
out that Christ suffered for our
sins, that He endured the cross
willingly, and that He suffered
once for all to bring usto God.

Tim brought with him a high
school exchange student from Ja-
pan. Ai shared with us about her
home and schooling in Japan, and
made each of us a piece of origami

All the guys enjoyed the re-
treat and we learned valuable les-
sons from God' s Word.
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“That's not poop; it's guaca-
mole!” This startling pronounce-
ment was recently made in the
dormitory. Like any average
American teenager, he hadn’t
put his shirt in
the laundry
since the pot-
luck at church
four  weeks
ago. This is
just a peek at
dorm life,
where Rose
checks each
boy's church
clothes on
Saturday
night to be sure they are pre-
sentable.

Often people ask us what
we do as dorm parents. Well,
we do everything any parent
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“My name is Chris Wright and |
have been at OR for five
months. | am 13 years old. |
really enjoyed butchering this
winter and the trip to the Wilder-
ness Cabin. | liked the strobe
dodge ball. | also like wood-
shop; we are making sleds.”

“My name is Brandon and |
am 13 years old. | am really
struggling with my attitude, but |

# (

does. We are a cross between
a mom, a dad, and a dictator—
with a little Perry Mason and
some Abbot and Costello
thrown into the mix.

As winter
passes and the
fields begin to

turn green, dorm
life at OR shifts
into spring gear.
Soon Roger will
be ordering seed
for our garden
and hauling out
the lawnmowers
to see that they
are ready for the
work that lies ahead.

Two of our younger boys
participated in Awana Olympics
at Cedarville College with the
youth from Colonial Baptist

am doing okay in school. |
really miss my family. | enjoyed
hiking on our retreat to the YFC
Wilderness Cabin.”

“My name is Anthony and |
am 16 years old. | have been at
OR for seven months. | like
school and my grades are good.
| really like the Wilderness
Cabin retreat. | enjoyed the
swimming, the food, and the
speakers, especially Jack Fet-
ter.”

“My name is Andrew and |
am 13 years old. | have been at
OR for nine months. | like chip
carving even though I'm not
very good at it | also enjoyed
going to Hocking Hills.”

“My name is John and |
have been at OR for 22 months.
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Church during the winter. They
didn’t get a trophy this year, but
they all demonstrated good
sportsmanship.

The boys are spending
more time outside; the van is
smiling through clean windows;
and Larry and Rose are looking
forward to Easter break. We
are planning to make a
blitzkreig, two week pilgrimage
to the Old Country (Germany) to
visit Rose’s family.

Here at Operation Rebirth,
our boys enjoy many of nature’s
wonders, including planting,
tending and harvesting a gar-
den, taking care of the grounds,
and caring for the farm animals.
Now that | think about it, that
might NOT have been guaca-
mole.

Have a great time celebrat-

| have faced a few chal-
lenges; many of them |
brought on myself. One way
or another, | believe they
have brought glory to God.
When you think you have
messed up completely and
there’s no one to turn to,
that's when God shines the
brightest. Even with the
hardships and struggles |
have had, | wouldn’'t trade
being here for anything. | am
doing better in school and |
have grown closer to God.”

“My name is Alex and |
am 10 years old. | liked the
Hope Tunnel, Strobe Mania
and the Trust Fall at the Wil-
derness Cabin. | am doing
better at listening and obey-

ing.”
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Hay Utility sink 20-30 gal. butchering kettle
Straw House cleaning supplies Steel and wooden fence posts
Metal files Large, electric griddle Mattress pads for bunk beds
Lap-top computer Blacksmith tools Two, light-weight, 6’ folding tables
Video projector Split rail fence posts & rails Leatherworking tools
Bunk beds Helmets for horseback riding
$ & , -
1
" # $
/ ;
% % # " H#
&$ "




